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Let local leaders do their jobs

resident Ronald Reagan once said,

“The most lerrilying words in the

English language are: T'm from the

government, and M'm here to help”
When Washington bu-

afMair with the county pii‘."lll,%’pfmml aler
propasal on te table aaly to be rejected or de-
tierred by the tribal leadership Onee again, the
county offered alternetives — some even in op-
position to long-held county land-use

reaucrots get involved in local issues, Charles “C.0."  policies — to meet the tribe’s need for

the effieet on the community can be Jackson

more burtful than helpful Cur com-
munity is expericneing this right now,
as we light back against the federal
government overstepping its bound-

a new housing ent and other
tribal fecilities. (HTicials hove bent

The axshor over backward o find a sultable solu-
iea Soleang  tion
resident and

Al the meeting, numerous citizens

arles President Heagan — himselfa Jormerdrd  spoke in support of trying to accom-

longtime resident of our commimity

Distriet county  modate the tribe’s needs for housing

cautioned against this very scenanio. plonning and trbal facilities, echoing the coun-
On Sept 0, talks continued between  commisgioner.  ty's desire 1o work with the tribe in

Santa Barbars County officials and
the Santa Yner Band of Chumash Indians re-

garding the future of a 1.400-scre agricultural-

Iy zoned parcel knowo as Camp 4. The meet
went &5 all the cthers lkad — it was & coe-sid

faith. There has been a sincere
edfort to be good neighbors and allow the tribe
to expand housing opporiunilies as necessary
fior the good of their commumity.
Remarkably, despite the tribe’s intrans-

gence, the county and the tribe found common
ground on the isue of limited waiver of sover-
eign immunity — an issue that peeded resolu-
tion before any county-4ribal agreement could
be enforceahle.

One could look oplimistically al the eounty-
tribe discussions and say they are progressing
in resolving this longstanding debate. Howev-
er, certain Washington politicians want to fast-
track the %5 and go around kocal authori-
ties and the residents of the Santa Yoez Valley
and Sania Barhara County in the form of legis-
lation: H K 1157

Last summer, & LS. House of Representa-
tives subcommittee demanded that the county
and the tribe commence negolistions. While
these discussions were occurring bere locally,
some members of Congress representing other

Flease see JACKSON on C4

Congress should stay

out of local affairs

propess, and all of the pegotia-
tions up until pow, complotely ir-

relesanl.

With H.R. 1157, Congress seeks
b insert itsell into kocal land use,
transferring the land and bestow-
ing stgnificant privileges on the
owner of the large parcel at the
expense of the netghboring knd-
owniers, ta ard commu-
nities. It is ing more than a
special-interest hill that enriches
asinghke — im this case, the
(hu p allowing potential-
by unlimited urban d and ex-
tensmwe commercial
at the expense of current and f-
fture

The congressional representa-
nwsd:ungmehud:hngﬁ'lhemh

Samnﬂarbari[‘mm.mu:ry
peither reside nor represent. They
are doing so over the objections of
the area’s congressional represen-
tabive, Loas Copps, tnd e county
government. Moreover, they have
chosen (o take these petions with-
ot any attempts (o engage the im-

B JACKSON pected POMMINGIES OF S visit
, q ORI ANca.

Comtinued from Page C1 i ity : f':niﬂ
districts far swny (romthe Sants. 0,00 & comprehénshe land
Ynez Valley are now pushing this ﬁumg“'?w:;‘i ne ‘v:hlil:'f

il forward to make the whole “‘Dl'kll'ldm“\rﬂu“akﬂd dillbwmm

the history, charascter, and envi-
ronumenti ] and waler resourees
that make this ares special They
worked hard to preserve the rural
character and chirm thast form the
economic basis for the commence,
evotourism, agriculiure, ranching,
farming and small businesses that
are the heart ol our valley, This
proposed legistation would negate
ol of that hard work and give the
recipients of the lund an exemnp-
tioan from county oversight, 2oaing
larws, and cortain ervironmental
thons.

2 most important functions
of local government are to protect
the quality of life and public safe-
1y, and create eoonomsc opporty-
mity for every citizen, IWHLH. 1057
becomes Law, Congress will trump
the efforts of our elected local gov-
ernment to falfill these easential
responsibilities.

Congress should reject this spe-
clalk-interest legistation and allow
the tribe and the county o resolve
these is=ues on the local level,
without Washington interference.



