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Rallying local 
support in efforts to 
reverse federal 
annexation of a 1,400-acre parcel called Camp 4 to the Chumash 
reservation, the Santa Ynez Valley Coalition convened a town hall 
meeting at Solvang Veterans Memorial Hall on Thursday evening. 

"This is not a done deal," said CJ Jackson, a member of the Santa Ynez 
Valley Concerned Citizens, a group involved with the recently formed 
coalition. He was met with applause. 

Grassroots organizations will continue to rise to the challenge of 
ensuring local residents have a say in local land-use decisions, he said. 

"We don't want any party to be able to threaten our economy and our 
environment through unrestricted development," Mr. Jackson said. 

In January the Bureau of Indian Affairs placed Camp 4, a parcel at 
State Routes 154 and 246 acquired by the Santa Ynez Band of 
Chumash Indians in 2010, into federal trust, allowing the land to 
become part of the tribe's reservation. 

Coalition members called that action an 11th hour, "dark of the night" 
decision in the final hours of the Obama administration. 

Santa Barbara County filed an appeal in federal district court shortly 
thereafter, although the Board of Supervisors voted in February to 
continue negotiations with the tribe to seek common ground on land 
use and financial matters. 
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In March, Rep. Doug LaMalfa, R-Richvale, introduced a bill dubbed HR 
1491 that would confirm the Bureau of Indian Affairs' decision to 
annex Camp 4 to the Chumash reservation. 

"Placing the Camp 4 property into federal trust through legislation will 
secure the BIA's January 2017 decision to make Camp 4 part of the 
reservation," Tribal Chairman Kenneth Kahn said at the time. 

The tribe has said that it plans to use the land to build 143 houses and 
a tribal center for its members. 

Coalition members say they don't oppose housing for tribal members, 
but want the county to retain jurisdiction over the property to control 
land use. 

"Our coalition is here to tell you we want them to have 143 houses and 
a tribal center," Mr. Jackson said. "But we want that decision to 
comport with sound land use principles that do not threaten our 
environment, do not threaten our water, and do not make our roads 
congested with additional traffic." 

This week, 3rd District county Supervisor Joan Hartmann is in 
Washington, D.C., to meet with various congressional officials 
requesting that Congress delay action on HR 1491 to allow time for a 
local agreement between the tribe and the county to be reached, 
according to a news release. 

"I strongly believe that a local agreement between the Tribe and the 
County is a more appropriate solution than the proposed federal 
legislation," Ms. Hartmann said in a statement. "The proposed federal 
legislation is not the path to harmony in the Santa Ynez Valley." 

The coalition commended Ms. Hartmann's efforts to reach a local 
agreement. 

"Joan has done a fantastic job," said coalition spokesman Mike Brady, 
coalition spokesman. "This is her No. 1 priority. She wants to see a 
long-term resolution to this issue and she is working with the tribe to 
try to achieve that." 

Ms. Hartmann and 1st District Supervisor Das Williams sit on the 
county's ad hoc committee that is negotiating with the tribe — a 
process that Ms. Hartmann said has been productive. 



"We are exploring all options to meet the Tribe's need for housing, a 
tribal center, and preserving the Tribe's culture while protecting 
County interests and the rural character of the Santa Ynez Valley. I am 
very confident that through this process we will reach an agreement 
that pleases both parties and the residents of the Santa Ynez Valley," 
she said. 

The subcommittee and tribal representatives have met nine times in 
the last year-and-a-half to attempt to come to an agreement. Public 
meetings have stalled in the last several months but discussions 
continue on a weekly basis between county and tribal staff members. 

Ms. Hartmann noted that any agreement between the tribe and county 
would take public input and require approval from the Board of 
Supervisors and the tribal government. 

Since the tribe purchased the Camp 4 property, efforts to add it to the 
reservation have met continued resistance from valley residents. 

In 2013, the tribe filed a federal trust application with the BIA and 
simultaneously pursued legislation. A bill, HR 3313, ultimately died 
when the legislative session ended. 

The bill was re-introduced to Congress as HR 1157 in February 2015, 
but, like the previous bill, it died when Congress ended its session. 

At the end of Thursday's town hall meeting, residents were asked to 
write their questions down and hand them in so coalition 
representatives could answer them. 

One question read: "Where does the process end?" 

Penny Knowles of the Women Environmental Watch, an organization 
involved with the coalition, emphasized the importance of fighting the 
federal annexation of land in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

"The tribe can afford to buy just about any property in the Valley. If 
we don't stand on this one, it's just going to come up again and again 
and again," she said. "There is no end to the process unless we take a 
stand." 
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